
Please do not allow more concentrated ownership of the media. If
anything, the rules should further CURTAIL media consolidation.

The lack of major media coverage of this pending FCC action (which
both proponents and critics say is perhaps the single biggest
decision ever to face the FCC!) is a perfect example of how the
major media already fail the public trust.  Don't reward them by
strengthening their grip on the airwaves.

Apply common sense: Enforce rules that lead to a GREATER number of
owners using the public resource that the FCC is entrusted to
protect.

We already have seen:
 * the same TV newscast broadcast simultaneously on two different
stations in the same town.
 * radio stations with no local broadcasters or DJs, essentially
duplicating some canned programming with minor tweaks based on
demographics -- and no inclination (and sometimes no ability) to
provide important local information, cover local music, and address
local issues.

Please apply common sense.  You don't need to rely on studies to
know fewer owners means fewer voices and less diversity.   Stop
buying into the big media tales of how fewer owners will create more
diversity.  Their demographics-based arguments appear to rely on
biased studies funded by the big media and their supporters,
produced by organizations such as "Economists Inc." -- which, as
their name itself clearly indicates, focus not to the welfare of the
public citizenry or the quality and diversity of the news programs,
but rather to the economics, the profits of big media companies.

Concentrated ownership will lead to fewer voices and perspectives.
The future of the airwaves should not be held hostage by big
for-profit media (and the bean-counters and their lobbyists). Even
if they ARE paying for FCC staffers' travels.

Prioritize the interests of the PUBLIC, the citizens who've
entrusted you with this key duty -- not the almighty dollar.
There's already too little diversity, with the major megamedia often
parroting one another in most respects.  We need more owners, not
fewer.  Take steps to enable more owners to share our public
airwaves, and to help lower the barriers to entry for small,
independent media companies.


